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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To facilitate the prevention of the 
occurrence of a fault or deteriorated image quality and 
checking of characteristics and an adjustment value 
on a production line by providing an information 
provision means inputting performance of the image 
forming device, image processing condition, 
development condition and plural items representing 
various parameter secular changes to be added to a 
specific pattern. 

CONSTITUTION: A system controller 14 checks an 
input signal from an operation section to allow the 
operator to discriminate whether or not the operator 
desires addition of information to a specific pattern 
(trace pattern), and when the operator does not desire 
the addition of information to the trace pattern, it is 
reported to a controller 15, The controller 15 

commands print of a usual trace pattern to a writer of a printer 13 when the operator 
does not desire addition of the trace pattern to add the trace pattern to digital image 
signals C. M, Y. K from an image processing unit 12 thereby adding the resulting pattern 
to a copy. When the operator desires the addition of the trace pattern, the system 
controller 14 gives selected information to the controller 15 to add the trace pattern 
including the information desired by the operator to a copy. 
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Partial translation of [0031] - [0032] 



Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 321941/1996 

[0031] In the prior art copying machine, only a simple 
pattern such as a machine No. or the like was employed for 
being added to a copying image. However, in the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, some specific 
patterns having various kinds of information concerning 
the copying machine or the copying image of the preferred 
embodiment are added to various positions in a transfer 
paper. The pattern output control device 15 is therefore 
made as an independent one. Various kinds of information 
defined in this paragraph correspond to information of 
multiple items indicating each of performances or image 
processing conditions, development conditions and change 
with time for various parameters or the like in the 
preferred embodiment . 

[0032] That is, various kinds of information are: for 
example, the machine No. of a copying machine, information 
displayed when a product is manufactured on a copying 
machine manufacturing line, for example, adjustment values 
of various items of the document reading device 11 or the 
printer 13 (adjustment values such as a major resist value 
or a sub-resist value and a gray balance in the document 
reading device 11; and adjustment values such as a 
charging potential of the photosensitive member 27 and 
fusing temperature of the fuser 58 in the printer 13), 
information displayed at a market, i.e., information of 
items outputted through an SP (a serviceman program) mode 
applied by a service man (information such as toner 
concentration, and monochromatic image data for correcting 
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shading) , and an image processing mode when a user takes a 
copy (information such as a letter mode, letter/photograph 
mode, a table of photograph mode or a gamma correction and 
a notch of image concentration) , and it is possible to 
include all kinds of information in these information 
items . 
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